Church of Saint Matthew

Parish Pastoral Council 

Meeting Minutes

October 8, 2006

Members present: Larry Sachi, facilitator, Nicole Johnson, Sheila Brunelle, Sr. Joanna Illg SSND, Lucus Ecker, Connie Aligada, Mark Thomford, Fr. Steve Adrian, John Sekevitch and Becky Montgomery

Also attending: John Riehle, Dave Haley

Reflection: Reflection focused on the Amish reaction to the killings in Pennsylvania.
Minutes from 9/10 were accepted with some discussion.  One minor correction [spelling of Sheila]; one request [that members be referred to by more than simply their last name]; and one intention [concensus-decision making should be linked with shared-leadership governance].  It was agreed that minutes would be available to members for two or three days for errors of fact, etc., before being posted on the Website.  They will still be formally accepted at the following month’s meeting.
There were no public comments

Disposition of the rectory.  D. Haley presented a summary of the findings of the property management company consultant [retained by the archdiocese].  A lengthy discussion followed with members talking about the pros and cons of any and all aspects of the building, the property, and the possibilities.  Members agreed that the current best use of the rectory would be renting to some “service” agency/group whose ministry could be enthusiastically supported by the parish.  The council authorized Mr. Haley and the committee to pursue serious conversation with Casa Guadalupana about their desire and ability to rent.  This will re-appear on the agenda with Mr. Haley has something further to report.
Parish Festival.  A profit of about $8,700 was realized [about 25% was from outright donations].  Fresh from an evaluation meeting in the morning, some members agreed to lead the effort for next year with meetings beginning in the next couple of months.  One of the slogans was “less is more,” though there are a lot of ideas for involving more parish groups and providing more things for the kids.  Families who are committed to lead: Ecker, Brunelle, Osborne.

Raffle.  Though there is a gap between hoped for and realized festival revenue and the council had accepted the leadership role for a raffle, it is hard to find a slot in the calendar for such an event.  S. Brunelle will check with Tim Nowak to ensure that he is “okay” with the foregoing of a raffle this year.  Perhaps the raffle can be part of the festival next September.
Stewardship.  There was nothing to report beyond the fact that a renewal of the stewardship of treasure would occur during the month of November.

120th celebration.  A “gala” dinner is planned for the Saturday following Thanksgiving.  Sponsors [businesses] are being approached for underwriting the costs.
Ministry Fair.  Previous conversation suggested it be held not in conjunction with Catholic Schools Week.  Two other weekends were proposed: agreement that the fair be after ALL Masses on Feb. 17 and 18, 2007.

Parish Center Windows.  J Riehle reported that a contract had been signed to replace the windows on the West side of the parish center.  The fire marshall’s office has insisted that work must be done on the windows; replacement seems the smartest financial decision.  This initial effort can be an invitation for others in the parish to contribute to the completion by buying a window, etc. 

Parish Annual Meeting.  All agreed it was a good meeting, though only a small number of parishioners were in attendance.  Initial discussion centered on a change in day and time—maybe Sunday afternoon/evening.


The bulk of the discussion was about what ought to be the initiatives for this year.  There seemed to be nine that arose from the meeting; but there were also things that were surfaced at the dinners at Joseph’s.  Further discussion will occur at the November 12 meeting.  It will be the main agenda item for the evening.

Main agenda items for November: [C Aligada is facilitator]


Nine initiatives


Finances and Stewardship

Agreement on adjournment.

Respectfully,

John Riehle

