Parish pastoral council

Meeting minutes

May 6, 2007

Members present:  Connie Aligada, Sheila Brunelle, Sr. Joanna Illg, SSND, Nicole Johnson, Becky Montgomery, Larry Sachi, Mark Thomford, Stephen Adrian.

Others present:  John Riehle, administrator, Judy Brown, prospective council member, David Haley, rectory taskforce, Kim Anderson, director of Casa Guadalupana.

The informal gathering began at 5:00PM with perspective candidates in dialogue with members of the council.  Discussion focused on different questions and different areas of comment and question.  Supper was enjoyed beginning about 6:00PM.   Some perspective members departed after the sharing and meal.

The formal council meeting began about 6:45 with a reflection on the Beatitudes.

Minutes were critiqued: the scribe continues to misspell one member’s name—finally got the first name correct; now the last one is wrong.  Exception was noted to the word “lottery” as a descriptor of the action of arriving at council members on Pentecost.  The general understanding of the word is pejorative.

Kim Anderson described the goals and mission of Casa, its history, and the questions and queries that have presented themselves as the relationship with St. Matthew’s has continued to grow.  [The details of the presentation are attached to these minutes.]  Following questions, answers and an exchange of ideas there was an attempt to distill the description of the relationship between the two entities.  Casa is looking at St. Matt’s, not as one of many options, but as the only option that makes sense to them at this time.  Kim will ask the Casa board if they are willing to publicly say that this is the relationship they want to have.  She will report that to St. Matt’s.  At that time Father Steve will write about the relationship in the bulletin.  There will be a flyer describing the Casa—put into the bulletin the same weekend.

John Riehle presented the material and figures for the budget of 2007—2008.  There were not enough members at the finance meeting on 4/25 to make a firm recommendation.  Rather, some scenarios were presented to approach a balance budget [they included differing amounts of salary increase and potential reduction in hours for some staff].  

Following a good, hard, hand-wringing discussion, council members were in consensus to accept a budget that includes salary increases for some and a reduction in hours for others enough to make it balanced.

Sister Joanna explained the postponement of the census program—occasioned by the archdiocese putting in a new computer program [which will be biographical, financial etc.]  We cannot be a pilot, but should be able to be a part after the pilot is complete.

There was discussion about the ability of some members to be present—given job changes since last spring.  All were agreed that the presence of all members and all meetings was the ideal—and we should come as close to that as possible.  John Riehle agreed to correspond with John Sekevitch about his will and ability to continue as a member.

The next meeting will be Sunday, June 10 at 6:45PM.  A meeting day and time should be secured for next year—as soon as possible.  Connie Aligada will spearhead that effort with a computer calendar/scheduling program.

Adjournment followed about 9:00PM.

Respectfully,

John Riehle
