Parish Council
August 2, 2007

Meeting minutes


Members present: Connie Aligada, Sheila Brunelle, Jason Delmont, Joanna Illg, Nicole Johnson, Becky Montgomery, Tony Palmer, Mark Thomford, Stephen Adrian.  Also present: John Riehle, administrator

Meeting began with a reflection on the 35W bridge disaster that had occurred merely 25 hours previously.  Also, Mark Thomford reflected on the death of Father Bill O’Neill, a priest very close to those with handicaps, who “brought Mark to the faith.”

There were no formal minutes taken at the 7/7/7 meeting—it was a work session.   Members agreed to the agenda with the addition of some comments to be made about RCIA by Tony Palmer.

The first discussion was about the vacancy on the council with the resignation of Lucus Ecker.  Members talked about many aspects of the question including the desirability for 9 members for the full year; the language of the constitution and by-laws.  The specific language of the constitution belongs in the by-laws.  Conclusion [consensus]: a change will be proposed to the community for a change in language.  That can be done soon so the “election” can happen before the next meeting and the ninth member can be seated for the September meeting.  John Riehle will take care of bulletin announcement/s.

Next, members talked about priorities, initiatives and progress on such from last year.  Reviewing last year’s work, it seems that “communication” does not need to be an initiative—it is in the operational stages now.  Ones that remain/continue:  life-long learning—Jason, Connie, Sheila, Nicole; stewardship [time/talent/treasure]—Becky, parish census—Joanna and Connie, parish jubilee—Steve; and one centered on hospitality/outreach/welcoming--Tony.  As well, Mark will continue to exercise ministry as “Wilder contact.”  There should be a standing committee for by-laws and constitution—Sheila and Connie  


For a connected question there were council members assigned as liaisons to different parish groups/efforts.  [This emanuensis did not get them all recorded.]  Enrichment/life long learning; finance committee; stewardship; liturgy—Sheila; education advisory—Becky; Rosary society—Nicole; Men’s Club; Communications; Isaiah; Ministry Fair; Annual Meeting; Fall Festival; Discernment—Joanna.

The annual meeting report was made—all agreed that it would be one of the foci of the September meeting.  There are many variables that need to be distilled.

Tony Palmer talked about the RCIA process and what has already been done.  It appears we could do a truncated version this year and then get a full committee in place that the process could be done in its fullness next year.  There are direction connections to life-long learning, though it is primary a liturgical event.  Connected—Ted Snyder is trying to engender enthusiasm for Bible Study for various different parish groups.

The next meeting is Thursday, September 6 beginning at 6:45PM.

Respectfully,

John Riehle

