Parish Pastoral Council

Meeting minutes

January 21, 2007

Members present: Stephen Adrian, Shiela Brunelle, Lucus Ecker, Joanna Illg, Nicole Johnson, Becky Montgomery, Larry Sachi, Mark Thomford.  Excused: Connie Aligada, John Sekevitch
Also: Dave Haley and John Riehle

Reflections were invited following a reading about “the folly of good deeds.”

The minutes were accepted as distributed.

Public comments: There were none.

Rectory update: Dave Haley brought the members up to date on the rectory situation.  NeDA is contacting for energy and lead audits [there will be nominal charges for those]; there will be a charette [sp?] event [3-4 architects looking at the building and making recommendations for uses and changes needed.  Still much interest from Casa Guadalupana—an upcoming meeting will be scheduled.  NeDA will send in a plumber and electrician for specific costs for upgrades.  Casa has good image in community; they do work that is needed.  It would be good to schedule a presentation by Casa—to acquaint the parish with its mission, etc.

Ministry fair: will be 2/17-18; 26 groups invited this year.  It will be both Sat and Sun.  Maybe voter registration cards could be offered along with parish registration [this might be done in the office as a matter of course].

Stewardship renewal: time in prayer will be renewed on First Sunday of Lent.   Maybe there should be resources for prayer and scripture groups, if we’re going to mention those as possible ways to pray.  John Riehle commented on the use of the current envelopes.  Reminder: our stewardship is personal; it is not private.  Reporting specifics can be both exemplary and encouraging.

Financial report: could council be a balance sheet at least on quarterly basis.  We are in conversation with archdiocese about the large outstanding debt; there is a pledge to balance budget for next year [including current dollars owed].  After that, there can be a plan for partial repayment each successive year.  We did receive a large gift from a former parishioner/alumnus [no strings attached].  That will be made public in connection with inviting others to contribute.

As noted in the finance minutes, the finance committee will review the internal control guidelines from the archdiocese to make sure we are in compliance; as well, preparation and distribution of an annual report will be done.

There is a meeting on Tuesday with Jerry Sexton, a new, enthusiastic parishioner, an alumnus of the school.  He reported on some informal conversations with folks he knows: the parish mission has changed over the years, and it has not been specifically defined and embraced.  That’s important.  

Liturgy meeting minutes were e-mailed; no specific remarks or reactions.

EAC: Catholic Schools Week upcoming; hopefully a new web site by then; looking for 50 more students [we are getting a low market share]  A target of 5 mile radius.  Perhaps employees of Wilder would be interested in enrolling children.

Parish Enrichment committee: scale back pot lucks to one [will generate more enthusiasm; maybe better attendance.  Idea: “lectio divina” before Saturday Mass and between Sunday Masses.  Morning prayer on Lenten Saturdays; Steve will do 5 sessions on John’s Passion.

Men’s Club is gearing up for fish fries; and had the fishing contest in previous week.

Isaiah: no final decision from them about allowing a trial membership with no cost.

Parish Census: there is a reasonable fit with both the idea of Jubilee year and the kind of conversations that Isaiah trains folks for.  what is the goal of the census?  To hear the parish story; what kind of database will be used? Joanna Illg volunteered to enroll a committee.  They will develop a schema for the task/s.

Adjournment was about 8:55PM.

Respectfully,

John Riehle

