 Church of Saint Matthew

Parish Pastoral Council 

Meeting Minutes

November 12, 2006

Members present: Larry Sachi, Nicole Johnson, Sheila Brunelle, Sr. Joanna Illg SSND, Lucus Ecker, Connie Aligada, facilitator, Mark Thomford, Fr. Steve Adrian, and Becky Montgomery.  Excused: John Sekevitch
Also attending: John Riehle, Susan Pavlak
Reflection: Reflection focused on a summary of an article discussing the Theology of the local church, by James Coriden.  
Minutes from 10/8 were accepted.  
Public comments.  Susan Pavlak wanted the council be aware of the presence of a new worshipping congregation in our neighborhood.  The Living Word Evangelical Church is using the former Holy Trinity Church building [Stevens & Bidwell].  Other religious groups in the neighborhood: a group of Muslims who gather for prayer in a small building at Isabel and Cesar Chavez and the Ethiopian worshippers in the former Greek Orthodox church on Robert St.  A connected comment: the Ecumenical Thanksgiving service is taking a year’s vacation.  

Finance Committee and Stewardship reporting was done by John Riehle in John Sekevitch’s absence.  Insurance policy has been changed and parish received $75,000 for operating fund; that will not solve the budgeting/expenditure situation of this year.  Members were asked to report [anonymously] their % of increase in stewardship.  As well, members were asked to participate in the follow-up phoning for the stewardship renewal.
Isaiah affiliation was the subject of a lengthy discussion.  The subject was a yearly trial membership which comes with a cost [.25% of annual income less school expenses—about $900].  Members spoke to different aspects and concerns about the program and process of Isaiah.  Nicole Johnson will work with Ted Snyder to give members the names of members of other Churches who can be contacted as part of further research into this question.

Activities lead and monitored by council.  Members reviewed a listing of operational activities that fit into the categories of being lead [parish open house & annual meeting] and being monitored [budget, fundraising calendar, evaluating programming, the rectory, maintenance plan].  All agreed that the division was sensible.

Parish leadership workshop.  Becky Montgomery, Connie Aligada, and Sheila Brunelle gave their reactions to workshops that they attended in October.  [A written report would have allowed other members to gain more information.]  Related to some of the comments, Steve Adrian told members that Archbishop Flynn and Bishop Rogness would return to St. Matthew’s site in Feb or March to focus on the question of health care, especially for children.  
Parish Initiatives were discussed especially using the working summary prepared by Becky Montgomery.  The annual meeting tried to accomplish too much this year.  Next year we need two meetings—one with all the diners [to report what was heard, etc] and the other to report on the previous year’s accomplishments and challenges.  Last year’s follow-up meeting with the diners was successful—council shared its pared down list with those who attended.
After much discussion members agreed to a pared down list of initiatives: life-long learning; stewardship of time/talent/treasure; communication; and a parish census.  The initiative concerning volunteer management would be folded into the talent part of stewardship and establishing council liaisons is a simple act of recognizing who is already in place [see later paragraph].

It was suggested that with fewer initiatives there could be three members working on each one.  Parish census drew leadership interested from Sr. Joanna Illg, Larry Sachi and Connie Aligada.

Parish youth—mentioned strongly at the dinners—can be addressed both in life-long learning and by inviting them in to existing parish [adult] programming.

Life long learning—Lucus and Becky

Communication—Connie and Nicole

Council Liaisons were both recognized and “assigned.”


Enrichment/life-long learning—Lucus


Finance—John


Stewardship—John


Liturgy—Sheila


Education Advisory—Becky [though a meeting conflict]


Rosary Society—Nicole


Men’s Club—Lucus


Communications—Lucus

Wilder could and should a more direct connection with Saint Matthew’s.  It is near the parish and probably 10% of registered parishioners live there.  This might be a natural ministry/liaison for Mark since he is a resident there.

Concensus is something that members should revisit before the next meeting.  The full and correct meaning of that may be needed in actions to be taken regarding the parish involvement with/connection to Isaiah.

The next meeting is 6:45 on December 12; Connie Aligada is facilitator.

Agreement on adjournment.

Respectfully,

John Riehle
