Parish pastoral council

Meeting minutes

November 6, 2008

Members present:
Steve Adrian, Connie Aligada, Jason Delmont, Becky Montgomery, Joyce Osborne, Chris Stevens.  Also: John Riehle  Prayerful rememberance of Tony Palmer.
Prayer was liturgical evening prayer for the day; there was consensus on the agenda with a couple of additions; there were no public comments.  

Members had some comments and reactions to the annual meeting.  It was a good use of time; good interaction; a budget for the current year should be included; the report was sent—by mail—to all parishioners.

Committee reports:
Outreach

First family gathering will be on 1st Friday of December; a flyer will be sent home; Men’s Club will be asked to support food and drink.  A job description has been worked on for a person to lead this attempt—currently Sister Anne Becker is doing outreach to those who were not contacted during the parish census.

Liturgy and Spirituality

The baptismal font has been restored and placed in the worship space—for use at baptisms at Mass and funerals; liturgy committee is working on Advent plans; the “bride’s room” is being re-worked—this will include a new name for the room.

Education

All school Mass in October—some adults did come to the school for treats and conversation…it was a success.  There will be an invitation on a monthly basis to the first all-school Mass in the month.

Newspaper reports and conversations featured possible changes at Humboldt Jr Hi.  This was discussed at length.  There is a meeting about this at Neighborhood House on Monday, 11/10.  Steve should mention this at weekend Masses.
Stewardship Renewal: John talked about the process and the need for phoners for follow-up on 11/30 and 12/1—on cell phones in the school building.

Ordination anniversary: John distributed the invites that will be sent to each person on the newsletter mailing list.

Connie Aligada had materials about a number of things including the celebration on 12/12 at Casa Guadalupana as well as the speaker at the next Rosary society meeting on 11/11.

Reconciliation: Father Steve talked about the archbishop’s article in the Catholic Spirit “forbidding” general absolution.  He/we will not fight that; rather we will have a non-sacramental “forgiveness” celebration—6:30PM on 12/16.  It will resemble other communal penance services we have had—without the words of absolution.  Many, many people have come to those celebrations for the communal aspect of forgiveness without the “need” for individual confession.  There will also be many times between 12/16 and Christmas for people to avail themselves of individual reconciliation.

Members agreed that there would be no meeting in December; and next only on 1/8/09.  

Final discussion was on the CARA report—only 18-20 precent of Catholics are weekly Mass attenders.  There are many implications of this, not the least of which is that many “events” might be opportunities for evangelization—it’s one of the few times people will be in church [funerals; 1st communions, etc].  Do we “regulars” set the bar for others at the same height we set it for ourselves? 
Respectfully,

John Riehle

