Parish pastoral council
Meeting minutes

Sept 9, 2010

Members present:
Steve Adrian, Jason Delmont, Judy DeNardo, Georgann Henjum, Becky Montgomery, Joyce Osborne, Dean Steinbrenner, Chris Stevens, Mark Thomford, Karen Thompson.  Also present, John Riehle

Public comments: none.  Minutes: accepted.

Mass and picnic in Cherokee Park.  First time on Sunday; good experience.  Suggestion: anchor it on 2nd Sunday of August [rather than on Assumption].  Consensus.

Saturday Mass in wintertime.  Move it to 4:00PM so folks can be driving home while there is still light.  Unscientific survey at Saturday Mass---more than 90% in accord. [After Mass, a couple individual remarks from health care professionals who usually finish at 3:30—difficult to make that time.]  Question: keep it that way all year?  [Neighboring parishes have either 5:00 or no Mass.]  We can ask that question in Jan/Feb.  Consensus.  Suggestion: work with neighboring parishes on exchanging envelopes.

Restructuring announcement.  1.  Meeting for leadership and others at 6:00PM on 10/15 in social hall beginning with pizza.  Folks will be invited via the bulletin.  2.  Council members should be available after each of the Masses to listen.  3.  There is supposed to be an appeal process for parishes who disagree.  4.  There will be nothing specific about schools since the final recommendation of the consultants will not be until Thanksgiving.

Meetings: council members and staff directors.  Steve Adrian handed out a paper describing rolls and responsibilities and the ideal composition of such groups.  Some directors need ‘boards’ [maintenance and pastoral care].  These committees should operate with consensus and they should be deliberative.  What about ‘social’ groups?  [As opposed to others, these are not essential to the mission.]  Important to be able to direct people/questioners to the right person/level to get their questions addressed.  All must be heard with dignity, but no one has the right to have their ideas accepted.

Next meeting: 11/4/10

Respectfully,

John Riehle

