Parish pastoral council

Meeting minutes

November 5, 2009

Members present:  Steve Adrian, Jason Delmont, Georgann Henjum, Anthony Minus, Dean Steinbrenner, Chris Stevens, Karen Thompson.  Also present: John Riehle

Prayer and reflection focused on upcoming Sunday’s Gospel reading.

Ministry fair review: Saturday’s turn-out; some asked for it more frequently; council poster should be posted in church—2 pics missing; link it to coffee Sunday…discussion about Coffee Sunday: 

There are fewer folks willing to organize and host; that lead to Coffee for a Cause.  That has led to the coffee hour being more of a fund-raiser than a social experience.

Maybe different groups hosting Coffee Sunday but 2 times a year—would give them the time to ‘tout’ themselves/their ministry.

That would allow it to be organized and more focused.

Perhaps re-instate ‘ministry minute’ whereby a spokesperson could talk about that ministry and invite people to come, ask questions and ‘sign up.’

Outreach folks will take the lead [Jason will help] and present this idea to groups as a recommendation and not just an invitation.

This should begin in January.

Annual report: the most important thing: that it was held, transparency, info available.  Less important—how many folks attended.

Family Night—tomorrow evening.  Feature this in newsletter?  Look for 5 or 6 future leaders.

Girl Scouts: have begun a troop for 3/4th graders.

Youth group: with OLG?  This led to discussion about inter/parish meeting.  Have not received confirmation from OLG.  Perhaps ½ hour together; ¾ apart; then ½ together again.

Education: quality middle school teachers [featured in newsletter]; new kinder aide…both have been good transitions.  Calder grant to start; Religious Ed has both begun and continues well.  Parishioners should be invited to School Masses—a direct invitation to worship and participate.


Members talked about both parishioners coming to Wednesday and School community present on weekend.  The latter needs to be at all Masses, not just 10:30.


Maybe have school presence at weekend Mass on Saturday before family night?  Maybe 8:00AM on breakfast with Santa Sunday.  Creativity needed in strategy for getting families there.  The school is one of the missions of the parish—and folks should see that evidenced regularly.
Liturgy:  Brunch is on Saturday; new folks for Children’s Liturgy of the Word; list sacrament receivers/celebrators monthly or quarterly [already on cover for euch/rec/conf].  Don’t forget the push of Tony Palmer: celebrate children’s baptisms—during weekend liturgy.

Finance: The minutes from previous [yesterday] meeting were distributed.  Collections are good versus budget; council will be watching populations/tuition vs costs for staffing.  Reminder of the follow-up phoning for stewardship renewal.  All are asked to give one of the two evenings.

Business plan: originally from Jerry Sexton.  This will be discussed at the Dec meeting—primarily is ‘getting more parishioners’ and ‘getting more dollars from them’

Strategic plan of archdiocese: priests are planning separately; perhaps a consolidated school in SSP and IGH; explore StMatt/StMich school; extra clergy in the deanery could do a specific ministry ½ time and also be available for ‘supply’ [vacations, etc] of the priests/parishes in the deanery.

The joint meeting of StM and OLG may be on a Saturday morning [when folks could/would be available].

Thanksgiving Ecumenical service is suspended for this year.  Ideally, folks from each of the 3 churches [StM, OLG, Cherokee United] will come together to start planning—invigorating—with consciousness of other-than-Christian churches as well as civic people and groups.

Jason is facilitator for Dec. and Jan.  Next meeting is 12/3.  Clarification on time: 6:45PM; each meetings with some prayer and reflection.

Respectfully,

John Riehle

