Parish pastoral council

Meeting minutes

12/6/2007

Members present: 
Stephen Adrian, pastor, Connie Aligada, Jason Delmont, Joanna Illg, SSND, Nicole Johnson, Joyce Osborne, Tony Palmer.  Also present: Bob Burke and John Riehle

Joanna Illg, SSND, facilitated the evening.  [Sheila Brunelle was not able to be present].  The reflection was on the readings of the day: Isaiah 26 and Matthew 7; with an emphasis on what it means to be built on rock.

New member, Joyce Osborne introduced herself and members introduced themselves to her.

The minutes were accepted and approved as printed.

The report from the Isaiah Inreach project was distributed and commented on by Nicole Johnson who is a member of the parish core team.  The report might be helpful to the planning process in which the council is now engaged.  Among other comments, there were some that talked about using the process again and attempting to reach more parishioners.  Indeed, this tool might be the tool for community-building.


Bob Burke congratulated all on the high percentage of interviews that were accomplished and the strong sense of parish ownership that was evidenced by the ability of respondents to voice anger.

The strategic planning focused on goal statements from the areas of spirituality/worship; outreach to needy; and education and formation.  Each subcommittee reported on their small group work.  

[As these minutes are being typed, the intention is that all the handouts of the meeting will be transmitted electronically for attachment.]

Spirituality and Worship: the first sentences [of liturgy and spirituality] could become goal statements; the lower part of the page would be objectives; the other page [worship and spirituality] contains action plans.

Outreach to the needy: the page contains good objectives.  There was a need for “who” would be responsible.  After discussion about who that would be, and what Neighborhood House is offering and concentrating on, the “who” would be a newly created commission on outreach and that that group would have some prior consultation with Neighborhood House.

Education and Formation.  #1 on the list seems like a goal statement; the rest of the numbers would be better used as objectives.

The task for each subcommittee for the next meeting: distill what was written and any/all comments into goal statement/s, followed by statements of objectives for each goal and actions plans.  A reminder was given that these will be given to the appropriate groups as suggestions not as accomplished facts.  Different commission and groups will be invited to come “on board” as we go forward.

There was a reminder—all goals use language to describe: 1) by a defined date, 2) a specific group will accomplish 3) a certain thing; and all will be 4) evaluated by someone.

Reports and Updates were given

RCIA: the process has begin; currently there is one candidate; gatherings will be about once each week, alternating between Sunday at Mass and after and Monday evening.

Ministry Fair: nothing is reported; it is important that we have a date soon.

Finance and Stewardship: There was a report on the stewardship renewal process and its follow-up and obligations to the archdiocese.  As well, the audit reports for the church and child care were distributed.  Members were reminded of the proprietary nature of the reports—there will be a copy available for parishioner review [in the parish office]; these documents are not for general distribution.


John will draft a first version of a document whose goal is the dissolving of the Child Care Center as a separate 501(c)(3) corporation.

Rectory status: leasing language is being agreed to prior to asking the lawyer to draft official document.  Casa continues to be very eager to occupy.

Constitution and By-laws: copies were distributed—with some changes already incorporated; members were asked to review for other necessary or recommended changes.

Welcoming: the committee is waiting for names; there are none to distribute if there are no new members.

John asked members to submit all documents electronically so that they can be attached to these minutes for the benefit of all, especially those who were not present.

Respectfully,

John Riehle

