Parish pastoral council

Meeting Minutes

December 3, 2009

Members present:  Stephen Adrian, Connie Aligada, Jason Delmont, Georganne Henjum, Anthony Minus, Joyce Osborne, Dean Steinbrenner, Chris Stevens, Karen Thompson.  Also present, John Riehle.

Prayer centered on Saint Nicholas.  Reports followed:

Outreach: 120 folks for Nov Family Fun; scouts will help on 12/4—might take over.  Also: student council?  Need to approach families—they could be apprentices one month and then lead the next; Steve will approach ½ dozen families—get names to him; good to have a task list; emphasize ‘free’ evening—do not pass the hat; only accept if people insist.  Needs to have a place in the budget.


Coffee Sunday: Start with Council; Men’s Club has been approached—answer next week; John’s e-mail will be the clearing house so folks are not scheduled on top of each other; Cub has $3.99/doz each evening.

Education: School: Prayer for Advent each Monday; upcoming concert; teachers have been out—but for continuing education; letter to 6th graders regarding behavior; population is 192.  



RE: talk of starting a youth group; reminder: 8th graders will be invited “up” in the Spring as they begin the confirmation process.


Make sure that the report covers all aspects of Education and formation [CC, KLT, Sacraments]


First Sunday of the Month presence—never was intended to be limited to 10:30AM Mass—but rather at each of the Masses on weekend.  This is important, especially as we continue to nurture the relationship between Church and school.  [Beside: if children in uniform took the 2nd collection, there would be a lot more in the pot.
Liturgy: agenda has been forwarded, includes funeral sacristan.  Perhaps schedule ministers at all Masses on 1st weekend—school families.  They will be asked to host coffee.  Recent mailing of schedule.

Parish business plan: has two prominent pieces: getting more parishioners and getting more money out of all parishioners.  For another month.
Other business


Finance minutes from previous day’s meeting were distributed; new forms are available—they are much easier to understand.


John thanked members of the council for the commitment follow-up calling.  No details about money/pledges yet.  An attempt was made on all 400 of the non-responders.


A committee is being assembled to oversee the 125th anniversary of the parish [2011] and of the school [2012] as well as observe Steve’s 70th birthday.  Probably begin with Mardi Gras party in March—15 months from now.


A version of an interest survey was distributed; might be something to pattern our appeal after.


The all-staff gathering is Jan 9.  Council members will be asked to help with serving, clean-up, etc.

American Catholic listening sessions.  Connie Aligada is affiliated with the group that is doing this prior to a ‘synod’ in Detroit in 2011.  We could do a local listening session.  Supportive material was distributed.  [This could fit with the anniversary year]

Parish council members from St.M and OLG will begin meeting together in January.  No more details yet.

Reps from the Worker’s Interfaith Network [Mary White, OSB, and Bill Moore are going to do a workshop at St. M—“Church’s teaching and labor unions” after the beginning of the year.

Father Steve distributed the “Little Blue Book”—containing daily reflections for Advent from a diocese in Michigan.  [they have books for other seasons as well.  These were purchased by a parishioner.  

He also gave out a book of the Gospel of Luke in large type.  We have begun the year of Luke so it is appropriate to meditate on that Gospel during this year.

Respectfully,

John Riehle

Parish pastoral administrator

