Parish Pastoral Council

Meeting Minutes

April 3, 2008

Members present:  Connie Aligada, Sheila Brunelle, Sr. Joanna Illg, Nicole Johnson, Becky Montgomery, Tony Palmer, Mark Thomford.  Also present: Bob  Burke, consultant and John Riehle, pastoral administrator

Prayerful reflection was invited following the Acts account of Peter before the Sanhedrin.

There being no public comments, members began to work on the goals and objectives, led by Bob Burke.

Liturgy: there were some remarks from the liturgy committee meeting, though no one was able to verify how these related specifically to the goal on liturgy/worship.

Education: there was no discussion at the last meeting; John gave assurance that that would occur on April 14.

Outreach: there was a document from the group of folks who had assembled to look at the original work of the council.  Connie Aligada and Judy Brown have begun contacting groups in the neighborhood to determine what they are doing so that St. Matt’s doesn’t duplicate.


We also must remember what is currently happening in the parish, etc.

Next step: John will put in a readable, editorial style.  The previous communications committee might be available for style points, etc.  [But committee re-writes don’t go well, usually.]

This will be e-mailed to all members before the 5/1 meeting.  At that meeting agreement will be sought on the version of the document; then a plan will be developed for distribution to the parish.  A reasonable calendar seems to be: bulletin insert on 5/11 with an invitation for parish discussion/conversation between Masses on 5/18.

Connected question: a need for financial goal to accompany the pastoral ones.  Yes, but it must be seen separately.  This might be a fiscal goal that stresses responsibility and solvency.
When members react to the editorial version of the document they should reply only to John so it’s clear who’s talking to whom about what.

Minutes were accepted as published.

A reminder was given that the by-laws can be changed without consulting the parish.  These changes should be incorporated and put on the website.  

The ministry fair, originally scheduled for 4/27 is in conflict with the sports’ banquet.  [Not clear how the calendar can be double scheduled—persons need to connect with proper people.]

For the discernment, there are two dates for discerners to come and talk with council members.  Many members volunteered to be present for the 4/6 and 4/9 meetings.  The discerners will have until 4/20 to confirm their presence in the process; publication of their names for 2 weeks in the bulletin will be followed by the drawing of lots on 5/10-11.

Census materials are almost ready to distribute.  The suggestion of filling them over coffee on Sunday was made. 


A related comment: maybe when this is complete there should be a new picture directory.  

John described the current situation with the rectory: attorneys are working on specific language to be used.  May 1 is a good target date.

Nicole will facilitate in May and June.  

Tony Palmer talked about the desire for a full RCIA process—to do that, there is a need for inquirers.  All members are invited to give Tony the names of potential inquirer/candidates.

Adjournment followed.

Respectfully,

John Riehle

