Saint Matthew Parish Pastoral Council

May 1, 2008 
Members present:  Connie Aligada, Sheila Brunelle, Sr. Joanna Illg, Nicole Johnson, Becky Montgomery, Tony Palmer, Jason Delmont, Stephen Adrian

Also present:  Bob Burke, consultant.

Facilitator:  Nicole Johnson

Prayer/Reflection:  N. Johnson led a reflection on the Gospel for Ascension.

Public Comments:  None

Approval of minutes of 4/3/08:
Minutes were unanimously approved after comments about clarity and objectivity of minutes.

Long Range Planning:  B. Burke reminded council that once plan is approved and put in place it becomes a regular agenda item at each council meeting.  After discussion on summary document it was approved to be submitted to parish, etc. The complete document is to be readily available to parish, etc. and will be the official planning document.  Summary document will be put in Bulletin of 5/11/08.  Full document will be the text for parish meeting of 5/18/08.  B. Burke was thanked for his work.

Ministry Fair:  June 7/8, 2008. All groups have been invited.

Discernment: Five persons (Anthony Minus, Chris Stevens, John Sekevitch, David Burrows, Joyce Osborne) have agreed to serve on council.  They will be prayed for at Masses on 5/3-4/08.  Selection will take place at 5 pm Mass on 5/10/08.  All five will be informed by letter on Monday 5/12/08.  Discussion about orientation for new council will be an agenda item for June council meeting.

Census:  760 forms were mailed.  To date 292 are returned – 38%.  Follow up mailing to 458 households will take place on 5/2/08. Sr. Joanna will hand deliver 7 to Wilder next week. Census Committee will meet on 5/5/08 to strategize on follow up.  Suggested that a simple post card might be sent to non-responders allowing them to state their intention concerning parish membership.  All parish groups and ministries will receive information on those who indicated they are members of the group or seek to participate in the ministry.
Casa Guadalupana: Lease agreement is still in the hands of the attorney, to be returned soon.  Council reminded that we agreed to hold a parish meeting before lease was signed.
Budget:  Finance Council has approved budget for 08-09 with a $17,000 deficit which will have to be made up thru income or cost savings.

Feasibility Study:  Pursuant to encouragement from the Archdiocese to undertake an educational endowment campaign, and after consultation with a steering committee, and with the advice of the Catholic Community Foundation Advancement Partners Inc. of Dublin Ohio has been engaged to do a feasibility study.  During the last two weeks of May and the first week of June 50+ persons (parish members, community people, foundation and corporate people, etc.) will be interviewed one-on-one. The report will be presented by Advancement Partners on June 17th.  
Other:  Diane Horwath  is the first to complete the parish RCIA and was received into the church last week.  Tony indicated that a brochure on RCIA is in preparation.  He also encouraged council members to help search out people who may wish to participate in the RCIA process.

Meeting adjourned 8:25 am

Next meeting:  June 5, 6:45 pm
