Parish Council

Meeting minutes

August 6, 2009
Members present: Steve Adrian, Connie Aligada, David Burrows, Georgann Henjum, Joyce Osborne, Karen Thompson, Dean Steinbrenner.  Also: John Riehle.

Prayer and reflection focused on charity and justice.

There were no minutes from previous meeting; agenda was accepted with some additions.

Committee reports:


Finance: a new member is eager to work on the financial part of the annual report; members then determined that the annual meeting would be 10/18 between Masses.  The annual report will be distributed prior to that.  More members are being recruited, including reps from both the Rosary Society and the Men’s Club.


Outreach: Friday Night gatherings have not yet begun; Jason wants to hand that off [very involved with calendar at this time].


Liturgy: no report; no committee meeting recently.


School/education: student population about the same as last year: 185; Sacramental dates will be on the annual calendar; East Side Learning Center will bring a tutoring program to the school, 3 days each week; 4 FOCUS schools are receiving a large [3-year] grant from the Calder foundation—first year is concentrating on the teaching of ethics; there is a need for more teachers in the Religious Education program.

Festival report: being led by four women who are veterans: Joan Lannon, Jan Steinbrenner, Angie Pirkl, and Elaine Goldberg.  Plans are well in hand.


Committee assignments: members accepted recommended assignments: David Burrows to Liturgy; Georgann Henjum to Education and Karen Thompson to Finance.  There was a change in the phone numbers for David Burrows.  
Archdiocesan Strategic Planning


There is a significant process in the archdiocese; it probably will have effect on our parish/school.  It is being driving by: 1) diminishing number of clergy; 2) financial situations of parishes/diocese; 3) an expanding immigrant population.  Father Steve and other leaders have been to an initial meeting.  It is important for us to get our oar in the water as well as we can.

The next significant meeting date is Thurs 10/1 at Holy Spirit.  Members of the parish are invited to give their input, etc.  We need to strategize on the best way to do that.  First of all, regular council meeting will be moved to 10/8 to accommodate that.  Secondly, John DelVecchio and Chris Stevens are working on a process whereby parishioners can give their input via the parish website.

Hosting Staff Night…some council members are asked to host the staff—after their return from their working at Feed My Starving Children—to put out the makings of Subs in the social hall.  [I don’t remember who volunteered.]

Crop Walk…St. Matt’s has been a “watering hole” for previous walks; we are invited to become more active.  Connie Aligada volunteered to attend an open house to discover more about it—report next meeting.

Suggestion: people bring a short written report from their ‘work group’ so it is available to all at the meeting.

The Serra group would like a table at the Ministry Fair.  Stella Lundquist is a contact.

Next meeting: 9/3/09  7:00PM start—to accommodate the ‘back to school’ night.  Connie will facilitate again.  Then Chris Stevens in Oct/Nov.

Respectfully,

John Riehle

