Parish pastoral council

Meeting Minutes
October 4, 2007

Members present: Steve Adrian, Connie Aligada, Sheila Brunelle, Jason Delmont, Sr. Joanna Illg, Nicole Johnson, Becky Montgomery, Tony Palmer, Mark Thomford.

Member absent: Mike Linn

Also present: John Riehle, administrator and Bob Burke, aid in long range parish planning.

Reflection by members was invited focusing on the life/work and prayer of Saint Francis, whose feast was that day.

Almost all of the rest of the meeting was taken with learning about a pastoral planning process, one that has worked in many parishes.

Members were invited to look at the six pages that were handed out.  Mr. Burke gave an overview of the process by introducing the material on the pages.

After that, all went back to page one and began to understand, in more detail, what course of action was intended.

One of the first steps is to adopt [or confirm] a mission statement for the parish.  The 13 word one we have is very good and solid.  What might be lacking [there is nothing specific about the history, the people, the needs of the people, nor the dreams] might be added after the 13 word statement.

Three sample statements were read and explained.  Each one was specific to the parish for which it was crafted; each would not fit the other parishes.  How does ours stack up?

Council members are to chew over and reflect on the current mission statement.  If there are additions, changes, etc., those should be conveyed to John in time that they can be assembled and distributed before the next meeting on November 1.

The last page talks about the 7 essential elements of a vibrant parish.  We need to review whether those are being done at/by St. Matt’s; and how well they are being done.
The work of this planning will be the main agenda for the upcoming council meetings.  

The materials for the annual report and annual meeting were distributed.  There was a bit of discussion.  Members were reminded of when that would be.

Also distributed was a sheet that talked about the consultation on the rectory and potential lease to Casa Guadalupana.  Also there was a calendar for the Stewardship of Treasure renewal.  Important for all council members are the days and times of follow-up calling.

Connie Aligada will be the convener, presider for the next few meetings.

Respecfully,

John Riehle

