Parish pastoral council

Meeting minutes
November 1, 2007

Members present: Steve Adrian, Sheila Brunelle, Jason Delmont, Joanna Illg, and Tony Palmer.  Also present: John Riehle and Bob Burke.

After reflection the meeting began with a question about the October minutes.  John Riehle could not recall why they were not distributed.  He will investigate and rectify.

Tony Palmer talked about the RCIA workshop that he, his wife, Pat, Jason Delmont, and Nicole Johnson attended.  It was a wonderful experience for all and there is enthusiasm to begin the process here.

Members had copies of the “proposed” mission statements along with the reflections that Steve wrote regarding the parts of the current statement.  Noted was that two council members had the desire to keep the statement as is.  

Each of those who proposed was asked to talk about their writing.  There was a good amount of discussion.  The conclusion was that the current statement will remain and it will be specified and defined by the goals that are adopted.  Goals should spring from the mission statement.

The next step in the work was filling out a worksheet with what we do well, what we could improve upon and areas of concern.  The following is my best recollection of all the details:


What we do well: the list was not long; most members agreed to areas first described—some had slight variations on the themes:  liturgy and preaching; education and formation; outreach and social service.


What we could improve upon: adult education, youth involvement, collaboration with other parishes [both Catholic and non-Catholic], support groups of all kinds—for those who are hurting, religious education, evangelization and outreach, children who are not involved in school or RE, adults who are not involved, welcoming and involvement, seeking the alienated, a sense of stewardship, seeing the whole of church embraced by all.

Areas of concern: turf struggles, financial stability, future of the community, decreasing population and Mass attendance, lack of participation of the whole, divisions and crabbing, merging of parishes and/or schools, need for new blood.

Bob Burke offered a summary compilation of what was said and he heard.  The three main motifs were 1) worship and spirituality; 2) education and formation; 3) outreach to those in need.

Those attending were divided into task groups for the purpose of writing some goal statements in each of the areas.  After the dividing of those present, the names of those absent were added to each task group.


1—worship and spiritual: Steve & Tony; Mark and Nicole


2—education and formation: Jason & John; Becky


3—outreach to the needy: Joanna & Sheila; Connie and Joyce.

These goal statements should be complete in time to be included in a pre-meeting e-mail so that all have a chance to read and react individually before the 12/6 meeting.

Other business:


Members would like to have a financial report [statement] each month.


Joyce Osborne is the new member of the council.  She will begin attending next month.


Annual meeting evaluation: more attendance than when on Saturday morning.  How can accommodation be made for the 5:00PM Mass attendees—they are usually focused on leaving the worship space ASAP after Mass?

The financial report was confusing.  There was a question about whether there would be another meeting solely for discussion about finances.  There is something planned to follow a 6 month financial report.


Steve shared the realization: the era of belonging is ending and the era of “project” is growing.  That will definitely affect how people belong and come to be involved in our parish.


Two members talked about the distraction caused by the keyboard playing under the Proclamation of the Word.  [Ten days prior, the reading of the Beatitudes was accompanied by the playing of “Blest are They—the beatitudes in song.]  That concern should be brought to the Liturgy Committee.


The Ministry Fair is up-coming.  Last year, not having it connected with Catholic Schools week, was an improvement.

After some small group, non-focused conversation, adjournment was declared.

Respectfully,

John Riehle

