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W E L C O M E  T O  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  O F  S A I N T  M A T T H E W  •  S T .  P A U L ,  M I N N E S O T A  

Dear Saint Matthew Community and Visitors: 
 
Next weekend is annual collection to fund the retire-
ment needs of religious sisters, brothers and priests.  
For more than 10 years the Catholic community of the 
United States has taken up this collection, and the result 
is that many thousands of retired religious have greater 
opportunities to live out their retirement years with  
dignity and care. 
 
The cost for the care of retired religious is over $1,000,000 
a day.  A large part of that is paid for through their own 
religious communities.  However, since most sisters were 
never on social security during their working years, and 
since their income was a very modest stipend, the need for 
this collection is critical. 
 
This collection is not a work of charity; it is an act of  
justice.  For so many years we have deferred the  
compensation of sisters who taught in our schools, nursed 
in our hospitals, worked in our charitable institutions.  
Now is the time to provide that deferred compensation. 
 
This week begins the new church year, the First Week 
of Advent.  During this year the Gospel passages at  
Sunday Mass will come from the Gospel according to 
Matthew.  I encourage you to make it a project for this 
year to prayerfully read that Gospel.   
 
Read the Gospel from beginning to end in one sitting; it 
will take about an hour to do that.  You get the sweep of 

the story, the taste for the action, the context in which 
the words and deeds of Jesus are recorded.  This is the 
Gospel of the Sermon on the Mount. 
 
After reading the Gospel through, go back and slowly 
read parts of the Gospel, a few verses at a time.  Allow the 
words to sink in deeply, allow the images to impress 
themselves on you, allow the Spirit of God to touch you.  I 
encourage you to make the slow reading of the Gospel of 
Matthew a part of your daily life for this year.  Chew on 
the words, mull them over, commit some of them to mem-
ory – let the Gospel seep into you. 
 
Gifting Sunday is the weekend of December 4th and 
5th.  For 25 years our parish community has provided 
NEW gifts for those in need in our community.  Bring 
new gifts and wrapping paper to church and place them 
under the parish Christmas tree.  We need gifts for 
adults – men and women, seniors, teens, children and  
babies.  You might consider buying a gift certificate at the 
Scrip table for food or clothing or gas – gift certificates are 
GREAT gifts, they allow the recipient the discretion to 
make his/her own choices. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
Stephen Adrian 
Pastor 
 
 

P A R I S H  E V E N T S  

 

GIFT GIVING WEEKEND 
On the weekend of December 4th & 5th we 
invite you to make Christmas a joyous occa-
sion for needy families by bringing NEW, un-
wrapped gifts to place under the Christmas 
tree in church.  Gifts for all ages are appreci-
ated, don’t forget the teenagers and adults!  
Your sharing will add to the happiness of the 
recipient’s Christmas, as well as your own. 
 

If you are a parish family who is in need or if 
you know of family in need at this time, 
please call Nicole at the Parish Center, 651-
224-9793.  All names will be kept confiden-
tial. 

ST. MATTHEW’S MUSIC MINISTRY INVITIES YOU TO JOIN OUR 
“FESITVAL CHOIR” FOR THE COMING CHRISTMAS FEASTS 
The Festival Choir is comprised of Adult Choir Members and other 
singers or musicians who (while they may not be able to join the  
regular choir) wish to share their gifts with the community during 
this special season.  The Festival Choir will be singing for the  
Midnight Christmas Mass this year.  We could also use some extra 
voices and /or instruments at our 10:30 Christmas Day mass. Come 
join us and get in the spirit!  Rehearsal are every Thursday from 7:00 
PM to 8:30 PM in the church—starting December 2. 
 
HAVE YOUR PURCHASED YOUR NEW CYCLE A ST. JOSEPH MISSAL? 
They  may be purchased in the back of church before and after week-
end masses while supplies last. The cost is $5.00. 
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F I R S T  S U N D A Y  O F  A D V E N T   •  N O V E M B E R  2 8 ,  2 0 0 4  

E D U C A T I O N  A N D  
F A I T H  F O R M A T I O N  N E W S  

FEEDING THE HUNGRY 
During the Thanksgiving Season the 8th grade students 
at St. Matthew’s School conducted a very successful 
Food Drive to benefit the Neighborhood House food 
shelf.  These students should be commended for caring 

for the community in this way. 
 
RELGIOUS EDUCATION CLASS THIS WEEK 
Religious education class for grades 1– 10 will meet this Wednesday, 
December 1 at 6:30 PM. 
 
THE GIFT OF MUSIC 
The students of St. Matthew’s School will present their annual Christmas 
Concert on Thursday, December 9 at 7:00 PM in the church.  Everyone is 
welcome to come share in the music of the season. 
 
WE NEED 1 MORE BELL RINGERS TO COMPLETE OUR ADULT HAND 
BELL CHOIR 
No need to read music—just need to count and offer a “willing hand”- 
or two.  We practice about three times a month, from 9:00 Am to 10:00 
AM on Sundays in the church.  Give us a try!  Call Dana (224-9793,  
parish center), or speak with her after mass this weekend. 
 
ATTENTION ALTAR SERVERS, LECTORS, COMMUNION MINISTERS, 
USHERS/GREETERS AND GIFT BEARERS! 
 The New Liturgical Ministry Schedules are ready for pick-up in the 
back of church.  (If you have requested to receive your schedule on-line 
or via e-mail , there will NOT be a paper schedule with your label on 
it—although we do have extra copies if you want one.)  The new  
schedule starts this week, Saturday, November 28.  If you pick up your 
schedule you save us a ton of postage.  Thanks! 
 
BOY SCOUT WREATH ORDER PICKUP 
This weekend Boy Scouts will be at the back of church with wreath  
orders that were ordered at church a few weeks ago.  If you placed an 
order directly with a Boy Scout, that Boy Scout will deliver that order to 
you.  Thank you for your continued support of the Boy Scouts of Troop 
107. 
 
EAST SIDE LEARNING CENTER SEEKS VOLUNTEERS 
The East Side Learning Center, a ministry of the School Sisters of Notre 
Dame, is seeking volunteers who will make a difference in the lives of 
at-risk children in grades K-4.  Tutors will receive in-service training to 
work one-on-one with children who are below grade level in reading.  
During the second semester our program will operate Monday-
Thursday, from 3:00 PM—5:00 PM, from January 10, 2005-May 19, 
2005.  We invite you to spend at least one or two hours a week helping 
at-risk children increase their confidence while becoming better read-
ers.  Please consider this opportunity.  If interested, please call Sister 
Jana Roberts, SSND at 651-793-7331.  Thank you. 

THIS WEEK AT 
S A I N T  M A T T H E W  
 
Sunday                   November 28 
 

Monday                 November 29 
3:00 PM, SH           Loaves and Fishes 
6:45 PM, XC           Boy Scout Meeting 
 

Tuesday                 November 30 
3;00 PM, SH           Loaves and Fishes 
 

Wednesday          December 1 
12:00-7:00 PM, PC St. Mary’s Clinic 
3:00 PM, SH           Loaves and Fishes 
6:30 PM, SC            Religious Education
                                   Class, Grades 1-10 
 

Thursday               December 2 
3:00 PM, SH           Loaves and Fishes 
5:00 PM, MC          Youth Choir 
7:00 PM, MC          Adult Choir 
 

Friday                     December 3 
 

Saturday                December 4 
8:00 AM, PC           Liturgy Committee 
                                   Meeting 
5:00 PM, MC          Gift Giving  
                                   Weekend 
 

Sunday                   December 5 
8:00 AM, MC         Gift Giving  
                                   Weekend 
10:30 AM, MC        Gift Giving  
                                   Weekend 
 

Abbreviations: 
MC – Main Church 
CH – Chapel 
PC – Parish Center 
SH – Social Hall 
SC – School 
CC – Child Care 
XC – Extended Day 
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DONATIONS FOR THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 21, 2004 
Sunday Envelopes and Plate                       $10,389.14 
Youth and Children’s Envelopes                         $2.25 
School Fund                                                          $130.00 
Holy Day                                                                 $20.00 
Fuel                                                                        $545.00 

 
Stewardship is a way of life—a graciousness by which I return 

to God a portion of what God has lavished on me.  
s.j. adrian 

S A I N T  M A T T H E W  •  S T .  P A U L ,  M N  N O V E M B E R  2 8 ,  2 0 0 4  

S T E W A R D S H I P  

Saint Matthew Church Office ....................651-224-9793 
Web site:  st-matts.org 
 

Pastoral Staff 
Pastor .................................................. Father Stephen Adrian 
Priest in Residence .......................... Father Marty Warren 
Deacon ........................................................ Rev. John Murphy 
Dir. Education & Formation ..........................Beth Behnke 
Dir. Music & Liturgy ............................... Dana McCarthy 
Dir. Child Care ............................................ Dimary Rosado 
Dir. Marketing & Development .............. Maureen Gitlin 
Business Administrator ............................Debra Lindstedt 
Administrative Assistant ........................... Nicole Johnson 
Dir. Food Service ............................................Alice Schletty 
Parish Engineer .................................................David Rosas 
 

Phone Numbers 
Fax .................................................................. 651-228-9448 
Parish School ................................................ 651-224-6912 
KLT Kids .......................................................651-665-0786 
Child Care Center .......................................651-224-1450 
Liturgy and Music Voicemail ....................651-310-0830 
Prayerline Receiver .........651-222-3622 or 651-224-2903- 
 

Schedule of Services 
Weekend Liturgies    Saturday: 5:00 PM 
                                         Sunday: 8:00 & 10:30 AM 
Weekday Liturgies    Monday-Friday: 6:45 AM 
                                         1st Friday:  6:45 AM & 5:15 PM 
 

Reconciliation 
Tuesday .................................................................... 7:15 AM 
Saturday .................................................................. 4:00 PM 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Parents who are parishioners make arrangements 
with the Pastor or the Deacon one month prior 
to baptism. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Couples make arrangements with the Pastor 
or the Deacon three months prior to wedding. 
 

Parish Council Members 
Linda Sellars                         Becky Montgomery 
Marty Olson                          John Sekevitch 
Suzanne Clarke                    Doug Kennedy 
Tim Jack                                  Larry Sachi 
Connie Aligada                     
 

Committee Chairs 
Finance ............................................................Linda Sellars 
Education Advisory .................................. Richard Dunn 
Liturgy 

P A R I S H  D I R E C T O R Y  

Sunday, November 28       8:00 AM  Isabelle Hinding 
                                                10:30 AM Parishioners 
Monday, November 29     Earl Caflisch 
Tuesday, November 30     Gladys Blaeser 
Wednesday, December 1  Michael Snaza 
Thursday, December 2 
Friday, December 3            6:45 AM Arthur Geis 
                                                5:15 PM  Parishioners 
Saturday, December 4     Patricia Jack Erickson 
                                              Rose and Charles Thomas 
                                              Alice Marthaler 
Sunday , December 5       8:00 AM Elias Uribe 
                                              Living & deceased members 
                                              of the Rosary Society 
                                              10:30 AM Agnes DeFoe 
                                              Parishioners 

M A S S  I N T E N T I O N S  

W E E K L Y  R E A D I N G S  

Readings for the Week of November 28, 2004 
Sunday:                Is 2:1-5/ Rom 13:11-14/ Mt 24:37-44 
Monday:              Is 4:2-6/ Mt 8:5-11 
Tuesday:             Rom 10:9-18/ Mt 4:18-22 
Wednesday:       Is 25:6-10a/ Mt 15:29-37 
Thursday:           Is 26:1-6/ Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday:                 Is 29:17-24/ Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday:            Is 30:19-21, 23-26/ 
                              Mt 9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8 
Next Sunday:     Is 11:1-10/ Rom 15:4-9/ Mt 3:1-12 
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